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SERMON I, 


* 


W 


Ps Al. xlvii. 7. 


— Sing ye Praiſes with Underſtanding. 


Fals divine Book of Pſalms is 


an excellent Collection of de- 


8 ( lemn Praiſes to God; which be- 
— ing inſpired from Heaven in 
eir Original, are ſure to be well · pleaſing 


75 > 14 9 > "1 


th 


and acceptable there in their Uſe; and there- 


fore made up a conſiderable Part of the Jetiſb 


Liturgy, as it doth of ours. 

It contains the moſt uſeful Doctrines and 

Fundamentals of Faith, as well as the moſt 

copious Matter for —— Meditations, Here- 
2 2 in 


XK] vout Hymns, and Forms of ſo- 
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in are ſet forth and celebrated all the divine 
Attributes and the wonderful Works of God's 
Providence over his Church and People. And 
from this rich Treaſury, we may be furniſhed 
at all Times with proper Forms for our De- 
votions, ſuitable to the preſent State of the 
Church, and to every one's particular Caſe 

in all Emergencies. So that here we have a 
18 Proviſion for the Matter of our 
Duty; and in the Text, a general Direction 
for the Manner of performing it. 

—— Sing ye Praiſes with Under/landing. 


Which comprehends under it the Parti- 
culars following: | 


I. The Charge is expreſs, That we Sing. 
IT. To fing Praiſes with Underſtanding im- 
pls that we conſider well the Subject and 
atter of our Praiſes, or, what we Sing. 
III. The Manner of Performance, or, how 
we Sing. "74 | 
IV. The Object of our Worſhip, to.whom 
we Sing. ; | | 


The firft requires, That we all join in 
ſinging Pſalms and Praiſes to God in his ſo- 
lemn Worſhip. | 
The ſecond, That we ſing with pious and 
_—_ Affections, and with due Attention of 
Mind. | 
The third, That we do it to the beſt of 
our Power, with Harmony and NO 
51. 


, 


„ — rr 
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The fourth requires us to perform this holy 


Exerciſe with a ſuitable Reverence, conſider- 


ing the glorious Object of our Worſhip, 
All which we muſt do, to anſwer the 
Charge of the Text, and to Sing Praiſes to 
God with Underſtanding. "os 
Singing Praiſes to God, implies our having 

a-lively and devout Senſe of his great Perfec- 
tions and Benefits, and our expreſſing this 
inward Senſe; in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpi- 
ritual Songs. | | ; y 
Praiſe is ſo eſſential to the Worſhip of 
God, that it is juſtly accounted a Duty of 
natural Religion: All Nations conſtantly 
making it one Part of that ſolemn Worſhip © 
they give unto their Gods. It is a more 
noble and eminent Inſtance of divine Worſhip - 
than Prayer itſelf, as anſwering: more imme- 
diately and directly the higheſt End in the 
World, the Glory of God; which certainly 
is a more noble End than the Good of the 
Creature. It is an Angelical Office, and a 
Tafte of the fuſt Fruits of Heaven, While 
we are here on Earth *. It is a Setvice o 
Eternity; for when Prayer and Preach- 
ing ceaſe, Praiſe. ſhall continue for ever, 
and be the everlaſting Employment of the 
bleſſed Angels and Saints in Heaven; who, 
being fixed in a State of unchangeable Hap- 
pineſs, - ſhall have everlaſting 'occaſion of 
Sn. 5 Praiſe 

.  — * For all we know | Re 
Of what the Bleſſed do above, 5 

Is that they Sing, and that they Love. WALTER. 


——_ —_ 


RO 


Det ——— — 


— — 


in order thereunto, it will | 
. Uſe to us, in each Particular, to have an Eye 
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Praiſe and Thankſgiving for that Happineſs | 


which they everlaſtingly enjoy. 4 
» There is nothing wherein the Church- 
militant here on Earth, hath more reſem- 
blance to the Church-triumphant in Heaven, 
than in the ſacred and harmonious Way of 


ſinging Hallelujahs and ſolemn Praiſes to 


the Glory and Honour of God. | 
It highly concerns us therefore, that we 
rightly perform this _— Exerciſe; and 
e of important 


to the Pattern of the heavenly Choir. 


ws For the Conviction of ſuch negligent 
ly 


and indevout Perſons, as look upon this 
Office with ſuch Indifferency, as not to con- 
cern themſelves at all therein; I ſhall ſhew, 
that we are all unanimouſly to join in ſinging 
Pſalms and Praiſes to God in his ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip; © that we may with one Mind, and 
« one Mouth, glorify God,” Rom. xv. 6. 
The Deſign of uſing vocal Prayer or Praiſe 


in the Congregation, is not to make Him 


«© that. planted the Ear, hear;” but that our 
own Affections may be united by it, and that 


the whole Cop may join in one 


2 Addreſs of Prayer, or Praiſe to 
od. 0 

The firſt certain Inſtance of ſolemn Worſhip. 
recorded among the Iſraelites, is a Form 
&« of Praiſe, ſung in Parts by the Men and 
« Women,” after their Deliverance from the 


Egyptians, 


* 


ciuſed from this Duty, the holy Pſalmiſt calls 
upon all Degrees, Ayes, and Sexes of Man- 


« People; Princes, and all Judges of the 


the Pamif, char all Mankind ſhould praiſe 
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Eeyptions, Exod. xv. which became after- 
ward the N Uſage of that Church, 
Ezra iii. 10. 


And that none may think themſelves ex- 


kind, to join in the ſolemn Praiſes of God, 
Pſal. cxlviii, “ Kings of the Earth, and all 


Earth; 'Young Men and Maids, old Men 
« and Children, Praiſe the Name of the 
„Lord.“ 

It is the Charge of God by the Mouth of 


their great and glorious Creator: e raiſe 
« God in his Sanctuary. And let evety 
„Thing that hath Breath, praiſe the Lor 
P/al. cl, Nor is he worthy to enjoy. 
Breath of Life, that will not wig: 2 
Breath to praiſe his bountiful Creator, chat 
gave both it, and all other W he en- 
oys. | 
Ir was a grateful and pious Reſolution of 
theSon of Sch, e vor hath given me 
A Tongue, and I will praiſe Him there-" 
& with,” Ecclus. li. 22. It is the Character 
of dimb Idols, „ have Mouths, and ſpeak 
4 not; but of ever good Man, to ſpeak of 
« God's Honour, and to ling of his Praife in 
<« his holy Temple,” Fal. xxix. 9. 
In this Re{pe& it is, that holy Dauid fo 
n calls bis Tongue, his Glory ; becauſe 


ys "the 


| 
if 
v1 | 
1 
| 
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the- 10 is the chief Inſtrument of | glo- 


rifying God, and was made principally for 
that End: And they are never ſo much our 
Glory, as when we ſo employ them in praiſing 
and glorifying our Creator. 

So under the New Teſtament, the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians joined in theUſe of Pſalms, 


zs a conſtant part of divine Worſhip: and St 


Paul blames the Corinthians for not having 
the Pſalm all together ;” that is, for not 
Joining in it, that all the Congregation might 


.attend one and the ſame Part of divine Ser- 


vice at the ſame Time, 1 Cor. xiv. 26. In like 


ſe of Plalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 
. Songs. 9 
The primitive Chriſtians were ſo full of 


manner * 9 85 the Ephe/ians and Coloſſians, 
6 Col. iii. 16. 5 To join in the 
cc 


"Zeal and Devotion, that they would have 


taken it for a grievous Oppreſſion, to have 


been reſtrained from bearing 'a Part in the 
Praiſes of the Church; and whilſt the pri- 
mitive Zeal continued, they never failed to 


take their Part vocally in the ſolemn Wor- 


ſhip. 


So St Jerom writes that there was in his 


Time, a peculiar Order of Singers for ſetting 


the Tunes, and ordering the manner of Sing- : 


ing, both Pſalms and qther Hymns, in the 


Church, who began the Tune, 9 then the 


whole 8 followed, and ſung 


Pſalms and Hallelujahs ſo loud, that they 


made 
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made the gilded Roofs of the Church even 
ſhake and echo again f. 

In thoſe devouter Ages of Chriſtianity, 
the Confluence to the public Worſhip was ſo 
great, and the Conſent of Heart and Voice 
| ſo univerſal, that it is recorded of them, that 

the Hallelujahs of the Church were like the 
| Noiſe. of many Waters, and, their Amen like 
| Thunder. 

Let us now look to our heavenly Pattern, 
and ſee how the Doctrine in Hand accords 
with it; and there we find the holy Angels all 
joining in the Praiſes of God; of whom St 
John ſaw a great Multitude whom no Man 
& could number, which cried with a loud 
Voice, ſaying, Salvation to our God, 
e which ſitteth upon the Throne --- and 
< to the Lamb,” Rev. vii. 10. And in ano-— 
ther Viſion of the heavenly Choir, Rev. xiv. 
He heard a Voice as the Voice of many 
„Waters, and as the Voice of great Thun- 

«der; and they ſung a new Song before the 

Throne of God:“ Which undeniably argues 

both their united Voices and the vehement Fer- 

vor of their Zeal and Devotion, Theſe Tefti- 
- monies are the more conſiderable to the pre- 

ſent Purpoſe; becauſe they are alſo prophetic : 
|. Repreſentations of the Service to be performed 
| | to God in the Chriſtian Church. 


The proper Application whereof, I hall 
|  giye you in the Words of the Conſtitutions, 0 
4 


+ Com. Eph, 5. Epitaph. Fabiolæ. 
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called Apeſtolical. © As the holy Angels in 
„ Heaven glorify God with Conſort and 
© united Voices; ſo all Men on Earth, with 
„ one Mouth and one Mind ſhould glorify 
the one true God.” | ? 
They all, as you have heard, (in the fore- 
Cited Places, and in many others that might 
be added) conſtantly bear their Parts, and de- 
voutly join in celebrating the Praiſes of God; 
and fo will all undoubtedly do that ſhall be 
admitted into the heavenly Choir. 
Let us all begin then ſo to do, in this mi- 
litant Part of the ſame Church here below. 
By this we ſhall accuſtom ourſelves to the 
Employment of the next World ; for Heaven 
is a Life of Devotion and Praiſe; there we 
ſhall continually ſee God, and eternally fin 
Hallelujaks to Him: and nothing more dif” 
po and qualifies us for the Society of the 
lefſed, than to have our Hearts devoutly 
8 and ready tuned to the Praiſes of 
d. IF 
King David thought it no Diſparagement 


to his oyal Character, to lay out his Time, 


and Study, and Strength, in compoſing Pſalms 
for the ſolemn Worſhip of God, and to pre- 
ſide himſelf and join in the Conſort. And 
is this heavenly Exerciſe become now ſo con- 
tempuble a Thing, and looked upon with 
ſuch Indifferency, that few take care to join 
in it, and fewer to perform it with any Rever- 

$a ence 


( 


r 


— 


} 
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ence'or Underſtanding ? A fad Preſage of a 
dying Zeal and Devotion! Nu e 
Every pious and vevout Perſon accounts 
it, with holy David, a joyful and pleaſant 
Thing to ſing Praiſes unto God:“ It is the 
pleaſanteſt Part of all Piety, and there fote it 
is to be the Employment of Heaven; and 
they that can take no Pleature therein, are 
Strangers to the Joys of bleſſed Souls, and un- 
fit for the Society of Angels 1 
The Nature of public Worſhip requires, 
that it be vocal and audible,; and when we 
pray, that God would „ open our Lips;“ it 
is a mocking the Almighty, except we in- 
tend, „that our Mouth ſhall ſhew forth his 
„ Praiſe.“ ö ; 72 
Nor is it ſufficient that we barely ſing; but 
to ſing with a right Underſtanding of what 
we do, requires, 


II. That when we ſing Praiſes to God, we 
do it with pious and devout Affections, and 
with due Attention of Mind. 
„ God is a, Spirit, and they that worſhip + 
* him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 
„ Truth ;” they muſt join the inward De- 
* votion of the Mind to all their outward Per- 
formances. 83 
True Devotion requires a due Concur- 
rence of the Underſtanding and Affections; 
the ſincere Elevation of the Spirit, being the 
. Life of all our Pſalmody, even that half 
which makes the whole accepted; without 
which, 
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which, the Tongues of Men or Angels are 
but like ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cym- 
bal.“ But where the Devotion of the Heart 
concurs with the Melody of the Voice, there 
is the Praiſe of Angels, and the Muſic of 
Heaven. 2 10 

In order hereunto, there is ſome Prepa- 
ration neceſſary before we begin. The Ap- 
prehenſion of the Greatneſs of God, and the 
Recollection of his Goodneſs and Mercies, 
muſt diſpoſe our Hearts to Reverence and 
Thankfulneſs; and this will fix the Attention 
of our Minds as well as inflame our Aﬀec- 


. 5 5 By ; 
King David therefore, the great Maſter of 
this holy Exerciſe, being about to celebrate 
the Praiſes of God upon his Harp; firſt takes 
care to ſet his Heart in Tune, and to have 
that devoutly affected with the divine Mercy 
and Goodneſs, P/al lvii. 8, 9, 10.“ My Heart is 
<< fixed; or, as the Word properly ſignifies, 
cc prepared; O God, my Heart is prepared; 
« | will ſing and give Praiſe; awake up my 
Glory, awake Lute and Harp. I will 
<< praiſe Thee, O Lord, among the People: 
<«« will fing unto Thee among the Nations; 
< for thy Mercy is great unto the Heavens, 


« and thy Truth unto the Clouds.” And 
Pſal. Ixviii. 26. He calls upon all others to do 
the like:“ Give Thanks, O Ifrael, unto 
” <©<-God the Lord, in the Congregations, from 
|  ** the Ground of the Heart.” | 


Our 
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Our Hearts and Tongues muſt be perfect 
Uniſons, and move together; which the A- 
poſtle expreſſes by ſinging and making 
„% Melody in our Hearts; and ſinging with - 
« Grace in our Hearts to the Lord, Eph, . 
v. 19, Col. iii. 16. How well ſoever we fing; 
we make no Melody to the Lord, unleſs our 
Hearts join in the Conſort; but a Soul de- 
voutly breathing forth an ardent Affection 
in holy Hymns, is the Melody of Angels. 
The heavenly Angels, that are our Pattern, 
' fing with Purity of Intention, with devout 
Application, and with perfect Underſtanding ; 
and the-nearer our Worſhip of God comes 
to this heavenly Pattern, the more perfect it 
is, and the more acceptable to his divine 
Majeſty : to which our bleſſed Lord directed 
us to have a conſtant Regard, when he taught 
us to pray, that God's Will may be done by 
us on Earth, as it is by his holy Angels in 
Heaven. 005 ine 
Me ſhould therefore raiſe our Hearts to as 
high a Pitch of Devotion, in imitation of the 
heavenly Choir, as our preſent Diſtance, and 
the Frailty of our mortal Nature will permit. 
And ſurely, it will mightily exalt our Af- 
fections, and ſtir us up to the moſt vigorous 
Devotion, if we conſider, (what will more 
plainly appear hereafter *, with whom we 
ling and praiſe God, even with the Angels 
% that. 


® In the Second Sermon. 
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that are-preſent in our Aſſemblies, as well as 
all the Company of Heaven above. | 
Now as we ſing with them, let us endeavour 
to ling like them, with pious and devout Af- 
fections, and with a ſeraphic Spirit. But if 
the Ardor of our Devotion cannot riſe to the 
ſame Note; yet let the Sincerity of our En- 
deavour keep us in an agreeable Key. In 
order to attain this, we muſt frame our Minds 
an ions to the Purport and Importance 
of the Pſalms, and ſo accommodate them 
to-ourſQves, as to make them become really 
the genuine Expreſſions and Devotions of our 


own Hearts, by under landing and conſider- ; 
ing wel what we ſing. 


III. To advance a ſtep nearer to the Pat- 
tern of -the heavenly Choir, and the Purport 
and Direction of the Text, we muſt, to the 
beſt of our Power, fing Praiſes to God in his 
folemn Worſhip, with Harmony and Melo- 
dy, with Underſtanding; Sing Praiſes ſkil- 
„fully to his —_ excellent Majefty, * as 
Biſhop Patrick paraphraſes the Text. 

Wherein we make the beſt Uſe of that 
Gift of Speech, which was given us to ex- 
pris our houghts by an articulate Voice, 
exciting our own and others Affections, the 
more fervently to celebrate the Praiſes of our 
bountiful Creator. 

The Apoſtle exhorting to the Uſe of 
Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, bids - 
us“ ſing with Melody ;” * to the 
irection 


— 
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Direction of the holy Pſalmiſt, in the firſt 
= of the Pſalm before us, Sing unto 
& (God with the Voice of Melody“ 

We are bound to ſerve God, as well as 


we are able, with the beſt that we have, bot 


for Matter and Manner; and to- offer Him. 
a leſs perfect Service, when it is in our 
Power to do better, is to offer him the Blind 
and the Lame : Which Offerings, though He- 


will accept them at the Hands of ſuch as can; 


give no better; yet if they are offered by thoſe 
who have greater Abilities, we may rationally 
conclude He will reject them with Indigna-- 
tion, as a Slight and an Affront to his moſt 
adorable Majefty. | 

Conſider then whether we ought not to 
uſe ſome Care and Endeavour to have our 
Voices regulated to fing Praiſes to God, to 
the beſt of our Power, with Melody and Har- 
mony; that we may ſing the-Pſalms of the 


feveet Fſalmiſt of Iſrael, after his Pattern; of 


whom St Auguſtine gives this Character: 
„ David was eminently ſkilled in compoſing 
„ Pſalms, and loved muſical Harmony; not 
c from ſenſual Pieaſure, ſuch as Men 
commonly take in Muſic ; but with a de- 
„ vout and holy Will and Deſire of glorify- 
«ing God thereby;” agreeable to what is 
recorded of him in holy Scripture. 

The beſt and moſt excellent Being is to be 
ſerved with the beſt and moſt excellent Ope- 

rations 

De Civit. Dei, I. 17. c. 14. 
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rations of our Faculties, whom it becomes us 
to ſerve, not only with our Nature, but our 
Skill and Underſtanding. 

Harmony and Melody are of great Uſe 
and Efficacy, both to compoſe the Affections, 
and- to excite Devotion in the folemn Wor- 
ſhip of God. The Soul of Man is naturally 
deliphted withMelody; and the animalSpirits, 
which ſerve to excite the Affections, move in 
Conformity to the Impreſſions they receive 
from the muſical Sounds. Hence it is, that 
Melody and muſical Airs do pleaſe and excite 
the Aﬀections ; but ill Cadencies and harſh 
Diſcords are offenſive. 

The very Harmony of Sounds, faith the 
learned and judicious Hooker *, “ being 
< rightly framed and carried from the Ear to 
de the ſpiritual Faculties of our Souls, is, by 
A native Puiſſance and Efficacy, greatly 
available to bring to a perfect Than 
© whatſoever is there troubled; apt as well 
ce to quicken the Spirits, as to allay that which 
is too eager; ſovereign againſt Melancholy 
cc and Deſpair, forcible to draw forth Tears 
cc 2 Devotion, if the Mind be ſuch as can 

ield them, and able to move and to mo- 
00 dees. all Affections.“ 

Whereof we have two remarkable 5 | 
ances in the holy Scripture :* The one is in 
x Sam. xvi. when an evil Spirit from the 
& Lord Nr Saulz” his Phyſicians f, 

called 


* Eccl. Pol. " 5. T Vide Synop. Crit. in loc. 
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| called there his Servants, who, from their 
Learning and Experience, well knew both 
the Power of Muſic, and the Nature of his 
Diſtemper, adviſed the King, that“ a Man 
* ſhould be ſought out, who was a cunning 

Player on a Harp; and it ſhall come to paſs, 
* fay they, when the evil Spirit from God is 
upon thee, that he ſhall play with his Hand, 
) © and thou ſhalt be well:” Whereupon David 
being recommended for his excellent Skill 
upon the Harp, the King ſends for him, and 
the Succeſs anſwered their Judgments; for, 
verſe 23, When the evil Spirit was upon 
i}, © Saul, David took an Harp, and played 
* with his Hand; fo Saul was refreſhed, and 
© was well, and the evil Spirit departed from 
K him.“ 4 | Wn aL 
It is thiought that Saul's Diſtemper was a2 
deep Melancholy, even to Madneſs; which 
the Devil, by divine Permiſſion, made- uſe - 
of to torment him. For * whoſe evil Pur- - 
poſes of tempting, —.— and inciting Men 
to Envy, Anger, and Deſpair, there is none 
ſo fit in the whole Body as this black Humour; 
for it caſts a black Cloud over the Fancy and 
Imagination; and through that black Veil all 
things ſeem diſmal and horrid; and then the 
evil Spirit makes uſe of this to drive Men into 
frightful Apprehenſions, Hatred and Murder, 
Nov the agreeableneſs of Muſic to human 
Nature, and the charming Harmony of 
8 ä Re; 


„ TY wor _— > kd 
- - * * 


EA eee 


* A Lap. in loc. 
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David's Harp, exhilarated the Mind of Saul, 
put a lively Motion into his animal Spirits, and 
fo diſſipated that black Cloud, that this me- 
lancholy Diſpoſition, the Inſtrument which 
the evil Spirit uſed to afflict him, being re- 
moved, the Affliction ceaſed; and /o, as in 
the Text, Saul was refreſhed and was well, 

< and the evil Spirit departed from him.“ 

The other Inſtance is, 2 Kings iii. 15. 
When the three Kings, Jehorum, Jeboſaphat, 
and the King of Edom, diſtreſſed for want 
of Water, with their Armies, apply them - 
felves to the prophet Elia. Becauſe the 
Spirit of Prophecy was not always preſent 
with the Prophets, ſo as to deliver —ͤ— 
when they pleaſed; and becauſe the Prophet's 
Mind was diſturbed both with Sorrow for 
the Departure of Elijab, and with Indignation 
againſt the Sins of Jehoram; and the Spirit 
of God, or of Prophecy, reſts only on a 
calm ſedate Mind, whoſe Paſſions are allayed, 
according to, the Obſervation of the ancient 

e: The Prophet therefore calls for a 
Iinſtrel to compoſe his Mind; and it came 
to paſs © when the Minſtrel played, that the 
Hand of the Loid came upon him,“ and 
then he propheſied both a ſupply of Water 
and Victory. N A 
1 That the Prophet might be prepared to re- 
. ceive a divine Revelation, it was fit his Mind 
ſhould be compoſed, and in a devout Tem- 
per lifted up to God, For this End, he _—_ | 
or 


— 


| 
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for a Levite (according to the Critics on the 
Place) to play and fing before him the Praiſes; 
of God, from the P/alms of Dauid; both 
vocal and inſtrumental Muſic being uſed to 
excite Devotion ; and by the Prophet here, 
to compoſe and prepare his Mind for a divine 
Communication. The Diſpoſition of the 
Soul depending much upon the Temper of 


the Body, it muſt needs be that, according 


to the right Temper or Diſorder thereof, a 


Man is more or leſs diſpoſed to, and fit for 


divine Offices. 4 
The great Efficacy of Muſic to this Pur- 


poſe, made the ancient Philoſophers. account 


it an Invention of the Gods, to ſoften the na- 
tural Paſſions of Men, and to move the Af- 
fections to Virtue. Hence Plato adviſes, that 
the Inſtructors of Vouth teach them Muſic, 
to tegulate the Motions of the Soul. And 
Pythagoras, to calm the Paſſions and com- 
poſe the Mind, made his Diſciples begin and 
end the Day with it. 

Muſical Harmony is alſo a uſeful Aſſiſtant 


to Devotion, by raiſing our Spirits to ſueh a 


rapturous Frame, as enables us to praiſe God 
with the greater Fervency and Elevation of 
Soul. An Example whereof we have in St 
Auguſtine *, who thus confeſſes to God the 
Tranſports of his Devotion, from the ravlſn- 
ing Harmony of the Church; O how L 
<« wept at thy Hymns and Songs, being ra- 
© viſhed at the Voices of thy —— 5 


« Church! 
® Confeſl, 1. 9. c. 6. | 
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66 Church] Thoſe ſweet Voices did - pierce * 


< my Ears, and thy Truth diſtilled into my 


Heart, and from thence I felt myſelf in- 


« flamed with Piety and Devotion.“ 

But to return to the holy Oracles of God: 
We find in the ancient Schools of the Pro- 
phets, I Sam. x. 5. 2 Kings ii. 3. That they 
applied themſelves not only to the Study of 


the Law, but alſo to vocal and inſtrumental F 


Muſic, for finging the Praiſes of God ®, 
where they are ſaid to propheſy, from ſinging 
prophetic and inſpired Hymns +. 

The Royal Prophet alſo, „the Man after 


e od's o.wn Heart,“ appointed the Uſe of (\ 


muſical Inſtruments in the ſolemn Worſhip of 
God; as Cymbals, Pfalteries, and Harps,” 
x Chron. xvi. which is ſaid to be «© accordin 

c to the Commandment. of David, and of 
Gad the King's Seer, and Nathan the Pro- 
„ phet.” And, to put it beyond all Objec- 
tion, this is ſaid to be the Commandment 


of the Lord by his Prophets, 2 Chron. - 


xxix. 25. and 2 Chren, v. the Lord himſelf 
expreſſed his Approbation of ſuch Mufic, in 
the Uſe of Pſalms and Hymns in his ſolemn 
Worſhip, For, © as the Levites, which were 


&.the Singers, being arrayed in white Linen, 
<« ſtood with Cymbals, and Pſalteries, and 
* Harps ;---It came to paſs as they made 


4 one Sound to be heard in praiſing and 
«<.thanking the Lord; and when they lifted- 
ce up their Voice with the Inſtruments. of 


« Muſic, . 


Corn. Lap. in Loc. + Torniellus. 
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£ Muſic, and praiſed the Lord;” in token 
of his divine Pleaſure and Approbation, it is 
added, The Glory of the Lord filled the 
«<< Houſe of Ged.“ 

The Son of Sirach alſo ſpeaking of the 
Practice of the Fewi/h Church in his Time, 
ſays, ** The Singers ſang Praiſes with their 

© Voices; with great Variety of Sounds was 


there made ſweet Melody,” Ecclus. 50. In 


a word, the whole Book of Pſalms was com- 
poſed, and ſet to be ſung with variety of 
muſical Inſtruments. Pſalmody is recom- 


mended to us alſo from the Example of our 
pleſſed Lord; St Matt. xxvi. 30. where we 
find the holy Jeſus linging an Hymn with his 


Diſciples, a little before his Paſſion. And 
doubtleſs it was with ſuch Melody and Sweet- 
neſs, as became that ſacred Mouth, which 
had no Imperfection to give a Check to the 
Skill of the Singer. * 

And to this Day, the Dutch and French 


 EProteſtants have all the Pſalms and other 


Hymns ſet to Muſic : And in moſt reformed 
Churches all over Europe, where they can be 
at the Charge of them, they have Organs 3 
as in Heſſe, in Holland, in Switzerland, in 


the Palatinate, and all over Germany. 


For if we are to praiſe God with Melody, 


chen a grave and folemn Muſic, (ſuch as the 


Organ) which is uſeful to govern the — 


* See Dr Durel!'s View of the Foreign Churches. 
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and alſo to advance it, is a proper and ſuita- 
ble Attendant on this Part of divine Service. 
So that Singing, properly fo called, that is, 
with Harmony and Melody, affecting the 
Soul with Raptures of holy Joy and De- 


votion, has been judged the moſt proper Way 


of celebrating the Praiſes of God, by the uni- 
verſal Conſent and Practice of the Church in 
all Ages. 

To which I ſhall not need to add more 
than to ſhew the Conformity thereof to our 
Pattern of the heavenly Choir, (the beſt Ex- 
emplar we can propoſe for our ſolemn Devo- 
tions here on Earth) whom we find con- 
ſtantly ſinging the Praiſes of God, with mu- 
ſical Harmony and Melody, Rev. v. 8. “ In 
ec the Viſion of the Twenty Four Elders 
& round the Throne of God,” they are re- 
preſented to be every one of them ſinging 
with Harps in their Hands. Again, Rev, 
Xiv. 2. I heard from Heaven, ſaith St John, 
cc the Voice of Harpers harping with their 
« Harps, and ſinging before the Throne of 
4 God; And Chap. xv. in another Viſion, 
he ſaw in Heaven a zealous Multitude, 
noted by a Sea of Glaſs mingled with 
« Fire, having the Harps of Gold in their 
« Hands, (that is, ſuch as were wont to be 
uſed in the Temple, called the“ muſical In- 
« ſtruments of God,” 1 Chron, xvi. 42.) 
c and they ſung the Song of Moſes, the 

| Servant 
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< Servant of God, and the Song of the 
Lamb.“ 


From which we are again inſtructed, when 
we ſing Praiſes to God, to do it with Under- 


landing. Non bacchantium more uocibus incom- 


poſitis, &c. ſays a learned Commentator on 
the Text. Not as Revelers, with confuſed 
Noiſe; but with Melody, with competent 
Skill in Pſalmody ; and, if it may be, with 
ſuch muſical Airs, as may both compoſe 


and elevate the Spirits of ourſelves and 
others, | 


Thus it appears that ſinging with Me- 
lody and Harmony, is the moſt genuine, the 
moſt ancient and heavenly Way of praiſ- 
ing God: A harſh untunable Singing, with= 
out Skill or Underſtanding, having no a- 
greeable Influence upon the Affections, can- 


not ſo uſefully miniſter to Devotion. 


Finally, Let us ever remember, that our 
Melody in Singing be accompanied with 
pious and devout Affections, with ſuch At- 
tention and Purity of Mind, with ſuch Har- 
mony and Sweetneſs of "Temper, as ma 
render our Worſhip a true Emblem and 
Foretaſte of the Joys of Heaven, (then we 
may entertain ourſelves with that Joy in 
God, which is the moſt refined Sort of De- 
light we can enjoy on Earth) that from 
praiſing God to the beſt of our Power, ih this 
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| militant and imperfe& State, we may be. | 
tranſlated to ſing eternal Hallelujahs in the 
glorious Choir of the Church manpt in 
FTeaven ; through the Merits of our dleſſed 
- Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; 


ji To whom, s. 
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8 E R M O N II. 
PS AL. xlvii. 7. 


Ling ye Praiſes with Underſtanding. 


. 


8 our great and bountiful Creator 
el hath beſtowed upon us the noble 
and l Faculties of 


6h 


Reaſon and Underftanding, ſo 
dhe juſtly requires (as the chief 
End for which they were given us) that we 
ſhould exert them to his Glory, in his Wor- 
ſhip and Service. The vegetative and irra- 
tional Part of the Creation are ſaid to praiſe 
God, as manifeſt Inſtances of this almighty 
Power and Providence. But Har is as it were 
| TY . the. 
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the Prieſt of the viſible Creation, to offer up 
directly the Praiſes of all the Creatures, to 
the great Lord and Creator of the Whole; 
being the only Creature, in this Owen World! 
that is formed with a Capacity of Judgment 
and Conſideration, and conſequently of wor- 
ſhipping and praifing God with Underſtand. |} 
| Fa, Duty injoined by the holy P/almi/t.. \ 

in the Text is --- “ Sing ye Praiſes with 

< Underſtanding ;” which obliges us, 


I. Unanimouſly to join in finging Pſalms 
and Praiſes to God in his folemn Worſhip. | 
II. To fing with pious and devout Aﬀec- 

tions, and with due Attention of Mind. 

III. To do it, to the beſt of our Power, 
with Melody and Harmony. 

IV. With due Reverence. . | 
Of the Three former I have treated in th 
foregoing Difcourſe, and come now to han- 
dle the Fourth, ix. ; 17 /e..- ; Y 


IV. That we ought to perform. 1 his. holy 
Exerciſe with a ſuitable Reverence, ſeriouſſy 
conſidering the glorious Object of-our Wor- 
ſhip, to whom we Sing, and offer upthe Sa- 
crifice of our Praiſes; and that is, to the 
great Lord and Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
before whom, with profound Reverence, the 
holy Seraphins cover their Faces, and all the N. 

Angels 
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Angels and Saints of Heaven fall down, and 
caſt-their Crowns before his Thronee. 
This Conſideration will oblige us to ſing 
Praiſes to his divine Majeſty with Reverenc#'; 
and the neglect of it, diſcovers that we do 
not do it with Underſtanding ; that we neither 
underſtand nor conſider what we are doing. 
If we conſidered the infinite Diſtance be- 
tween God and: ourſelves, the tranſcendent 
Glory and Majeſty of the great Lord and 
Sovereign of the World, and ourſelves vile 
and ſinful Worms; it muſt needs imprint 
an awful Reverence on our Minds, in all 
ſolemn Acts of Worſhip. God is not pleaſed 
with the Sacrifice of Fools; it is a . rea- 
ſonable Service” be requires; that Men 
conſider what they do, and whom they word 


lic Worſhip is an external Signification 
of the Reverence and Devotion of che Mind; 
therefore all public) Duties of Religion oughe 
to carry with them ſuch, viſible Marks and 
Teſtimonies of Honour and Reverence, as 
are correſpondent to the inward Reverence 
of our Minds, and to the glorious Majeſty 
of that great God whom we worſhip: · 
The pious and venerable Author of The 
Mole Duty of Man, (Chap. II. $ II. of that 
excellent Book) reckoning up the religious 
Duties that we owe immediately unto God, 
particularly mentions r of _ | 
Wa 2 an 
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and thus explains it. It is paying Him ſuch 
<« a Reverence and Reſpect, as belongs to fo l 
great a Majeſty; and that is either inward 6 
For outward j/ the inward, is the exaltin | 
„Him in our Hearts, having always the | 
<, higheſt and moſt excellent Etteem of Him: | 
I he outward, is the manifeſting and ſhew- | 
<< ing forth that inward Reſpect, (Ch. v. 25.) | 
by ſuch humble and reverentGeſtures in our 
EF Approaches to God, as may both expreſs 
{© the. inward Reverence of our Souls, and 
„ may alſo pay Him ſome tribute from our 
st very Bodies, with which the Apoſtle com- 
* mands us to glorify God, as well as with 1 
© our Souls,“ 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
The inward. Reverence of the Ming, I 
have already treated of, under the /econd Head. 
That which I now inſiſt on, is the outward 
Reverence of the Body that we perform this 
eminent Part of divine Worſhip, in a proper 
and reverent Poſture of Worſhip. - - - 
And what that is, we ſhall beſt learn from 
the boly Scripture, the moſt : authentic Re- 
cord of the divine Will, and the ſureſt Guide 
in his Worſhip, Which 1 ſhall examine 
under the fokawing Enquiries: ö. 


4, oth. I hall enquire what Poſture of Re- 
| verence was appointed and uſed in ſinging 
| Pſalms, and Hymns of Praiſe, in the Church 
o (pd under, — Old Teſtament. 
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2dly,- What Poſture of Reverence is pro- 


ſed to us, for our Imitation, under the 

ew, by the Practice of the holy Angels in 

the heavenly Choir. * 
Zaly, 1 ſhall from thence infer the Obliga- 


tion and Reaſonableneſs of our Conformity 


— 


to theſe authentic Examples: Suppoſing all 
the while that I am reaſoning with tack? as 
profeſs to make the holy Scriptures the Rule 
and Standard of their Practice. There are 
ſome inadvertent Perſons in moſt Congrega- 


tions, who perform this holy Office of diyine 
Worſhip, as if it had nothing in it Divin-, or 


that related to God, of his Worſhip ; with, fuch 
Indecency and Irreverence, as too plainly Niſ- 
covers they little regard, either what, ot who, 


this Abuſe, and recovering a due Regard 
Reverence to this heavenly Exerciſe 3 


or to whom they ſing. For the Regard al | 


1/2, I ſhall enquire what Poſture of Rever- 
ence was appointed and uſed in ſingingPſalms, 
and Hymns of Praiſe, in the Church of God 


under the Old Teftament. And here we 


find the Royal Prophet, by whom the Spi- 
& rit of the Lord ſpake, (2 Sam. xxXui. 2.) 
<< appointing the Levites in the folema Wor- 
& ſhip of God, to STAND every Morning to 
c thank and praiſe the Lord; and alſo at 
c Eyen,” 1 Chron. xxiii, 30. Which Rule was 
obſerved in the Temple afterwards built by 

3 * wr Solomon; 
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Solomon; as we read, 2 Chren. v. 12. The 
Levites, which were the Singers, --- being 
& arrayed in white Linen, &d.STAND at the 
« FKaſt End of the Altar, and with them an 
«Hundred and Twenty Prieſts. founding with 
&,' Trumpets; and as the Trumpeters and 
« Singers were as one, to make one ſound to 
ci be heard in praiſing and thanking the Lord,” 
God ſignified his Approbation, by filling the 
Houſe with a Cloud, the Symbol of his pe- 
culiar Preſence. 20 ra e 
As we here find the Levites ſlanding, ac- 
cording to the Law before given them, to 
fing Praiſes to God: So 2 Chron. vii. 6, upon 
the like Performance of the Levites with 
© Iniſtruments of Muſic of the Lord, which 
« avid the King had made to praiſe the 
& Lord,” all the People are expreſly ſaid to 
obſerve the ſame reverent Poſture; and all 
<« [{raelsTooD,” to join in the ſolemn Praiſcs 
of God. We have alſo, 2 Chron. xx. 18,19, 
{he fer al Geſtures of Prayer and Praiſe ex: 
pre 7 ditinguiſhed, and applied to their re- 
ſpective Paits of divine Worſhip. Firſt, 
They humbled themſelves before God, and 
prayed, either Kneeling, or proſtrate on the 
Ground: for it is ſaid, All Judah and the 
© Inhabitants of Jeruſalem fell before the 


* 


& Lord, Worſhippipg the Lord.” And when 
they come to fing Praiſes to God, the Poſture 
of. their Reverence, in this Part of their Ser- 

; | vice, 
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vice, is there alſo ſet down: And the Levites 
«of the Children of the Kohathites, and 
of the Children of the Korhites, sTooD 
6 UP to praiſe the Lord God of Iirae] wi: th 
« a loud Voice on high.” 

So again upon Hezehiah's Reformation, 
da reſtoring the Purity of God's Worſhip 
in the Temple, 2 Chron. xxix. according to 
the Inſtitution of King David before men- 
tioned ; „The Levites did SAND with the 
ce Infifuments of -David,--«to ſmg-the Song 
« of the Lord. And the y fung Praiſes wit 
„ Gladneſs, and bowed their Heads, and 
1 worſhipped: And Verſe 35, 28 a Tef⸗ 
timony of the App robaJaoun of e holy Spi- 
rit of "God, it is added, 4 S0 the Service of 
ec the Houſe of the Lars was fet in order.“ 

The ſame Rule and Order of King Da- 


did was reſtored at the Building of: the Se- 


cond Temple after the Captivity, Neb, xij. 
46. compated with Chap. ix. 5, where; af, 
ter they had upon a ſolemn Occaſion cont 
feſſed thert Sins and prayed, the Levites call 
aloud unto the People, ( inſtrufting them 
how to demean themſelves in hip, Other part 
of the ſolemn Worſhip) ſaying, **© STAND 
ic up and bleſs the Lord your | for ever 
and ever.“ 1 

Theſe Inſtances are ebundand) ſufficient 
to ſhew the ſpecial Gefture of Reverence, 
appointed and uſed in finging Pſalms in the 
Church of God under the Old Teſtament. 
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SrAxpixc indeed has ever been account- 
ed a Geſture of expreſſing Honour and Re- 
verence. So in Fob xxix. 7, 8. When I 
** went out to the Gate, and when I pre- 
© pared my Seat, the Aged aroſe and sro 
„up.“ And when the Loid rebukes his 
People for treating Him with leſs Reve- 
rence than they would do a mortal Prince, 
Mal. i. 8. ſaying, © Offer it now. to thy 
« Governor, will be be pleaſed with thee, 
or accept thy Perſon ?” The Application is 
very obvious to the Caſe in hand, He plainly 
teaches us, that the cuſtomary Expreſſions 
and Forms of Reverence that are uſed in a 
Nation, to do civil Honour and Reſpect to 
our Superiors, are alſo to be uſed to expreſs 
our Honour and Reverence to his divine 
Majeſty. | 
This reverent Poſture of sTANDING at 
ſinging Praiſes to God, has univerſally ob- 
tained in all Ages of the Church. St Befi, 
deſcribing the Practice of the Church of 
Neocæſarea in this Particular, ſays, The 
&« People riſing from Prayer, STAND UP to 
« ſing Pſalms.” And in the Concluſion 
adds, that this Cuſtom was conſonant and 
ce agreeable to all the Churches of God *.“ 
A Poſture very ſuitable with reſpect to the 
Action itſelf : <* The Erection of the Body 
e fitly expreſſing the lifting up of the Heart 
«in Joy: Whence it is, that rejoicing, is 
in 


Ep. 63. ad Cler. Neocæſ. 
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© in Scripture-called the lifting up of the 
„Head. So then, Joy being a lifting up of 
the Soul, and Praiſe and Thanksgiving 
+ being Effects of Joy, cannot be more fit- 
<< ly expreſſed, than by Erection and lifting. 
*<,up of the Body, STANDING. ig the Courts 
* 7 the Lord, when we ſing Praiſes unto 
« Min +. Cuts WET 
This Poſture of Reverence was appointed 
by holy David, under the Conduct and In- 
ſpiration of the ſame holy Spirit by which 
he compoſed the Pſalms: And the ſame 
Pſalms being ſtill uſed, why ſhauld not the 
like Reverence be obſerved by us, which he; 
by the Spirit of God, being a-Prophet, ap- 
pointed to be uſed with them? 
It is very abſurd to ſay, that this is abo- 
lihed, as a part of the Ceremonial Law of 
the Old Feſtament. For this was appointed 
many hundred Years after the Law was gi- 
ven; neither 'was it a Shadow of any thing 
to come, nor any way typical of Chriſt, nor 
inherent-to any Sacrament or Sacrifwe of the 
Law; and fo no way aboliſhed by the Com- 
ing of Chriſt, the Antitype and Subſtance of 
the Levitical Sacrifices, nor to expire with 
the Jewiſh Worſhip ;: but a proper Geſture, 
and Inftitution of Reverence, to attend the 
Duty of ſolemn Praiſe to God in the Chrif- 
tian Church, Which brings me,. 


| II. To the Second Enquiry, viz. What 
B 5 Poſture 


1 Biſhop Sparrow's Rationale, p. 45. 
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Poſture of Reverence is propoſed for our 
Example under the New Teſtament in 
finging Praiſes to God, by the Practice of 
the holy Angels in the heavenly Choir. And 
this we find to be the ſame which was ap- 
pointed and uſed in the Church of God uri- 
der the Old. 

For in St John's Viſion of the Intras ot 
the Chriſtian Church, to ſo great a Multi- 
tude which no Man coul number, they are 
all repreſented 8 TAN DTNO before the 
Throne of God, with a loud Voice praiſ- 
« ing God, and ſaying, Salvation to our 
God, Who fitteth upon the Throne, and 
« to the Lamb,” Rev. vii. 9,10. 

If the holy Angels are allowed to know 
and do the Will of God in Heaven, then 
here we have a Teſtimony of the divine 
Will; and that we ſhould both joih in fing- 
ing Praiſes to the Glory of God, and alſo 
perform it in the reverent Poſture of 'sT AnD- 
ING, as repreſented in that prophetic Viſion 
of the Chriftian' Church. in the Viſion 
1jaiah ſaw of © the Lord in his Glory, ſit- 
„ting on a Throne high and lifted: up, he 
„ ſaw the glorious Sefaphins 8TANDING 
e and praiſing God, and crying one to, an- 
+ other, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
« Hoſts, the whole Earth is full of his Glo- 
« ry,” Iſa. vi. 1, 2, 3. 

As it is the continual Employment of the 
bleſſed Angels in Heaven, ti be ever praiſ- 
ing and glorifying God; ſo in the various Re- 

£ preſentations 


dent to their own, STANDING, and ſinging 
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reſentations and Viſions of their heavenly 
Worſhip and Service, they conſtantly ap- 
_pear in uniform and ſuitable Geſtures of 
ern, . 1190 To 
. Accordingly St John again, in another Vi- 
ſion of the heayenly Choir, repreſenteth the 
Chriſtian Church worſhipping in the ſame 
Poſture of Reverence, sTAN DINO, and 
« ſinging the Song of Moſes, the Servant of 
* God, and the Song of the Lamb; ſay- 
„ing, Gteat and marvellous are thy Works, 
Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are 
thy Ways, thou King of Saints. Who 
{© ſhall not fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify 
« thy Name?” Rev: xv. 3, 4. 
Thus the Angels of God in Heaven, as 
the learned Commentators obſerve, uſe Geſ- 
tures of Worſhip according to their Nature; 
whereby they'teſtify and expreſs their Reve- 
rence io God, and acknowledge the infinite 
Diſtange, between God and themſelves. And 
though, as being ſpiritual Subſtances, they 
e inviſible to us, yet when it pleaſes God 
dy ſpecial, Diſpenſation to repreſent them and 
their Devotions viſible to mortal Eyes, and 
in human Forms, they ire made to appear 
in ſuch a Poſture of Reverence as is ſuitable 
to human, Nature, and doubtleſs correſpon- 


Praiſes-before the "Throne of God; as a 
Pattern held forth, and propoſed for 6ur Ex- 
ample, and Imitation. WNT. 
From hence it is very obvious to infer, 

. wer bre miß gz 
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III. The Obligation and Reaſonableneſs 
of our Conformity to thoſe authentic Exam- 
. ples. ' The Uſage of the Church of God in 
holy Scripture, confirmed by the Practice of 
the Church triumphant in Heaven, is a plain 
Indication of the divine Will, and a Direc- 
tion for the Manner and Poſture of our Re- 
verence, in the ſame Duty of ſinging Praiſes 
to God. 
The holy Angels, who dwell in thoſe Re- 

gions of Light and Immortality, and are 
continually before the Throne of the Moſt 
High, know the Will of God fo perfectly, 
— do it ſo naturally, that holy David ſets 
it out in variety of Phraſe with great Ele- 
gancy, Pſalm ciii. Ye Angels of his- 
<< that fulfil his Commandments, and heark- 
«© en to the Voice of his Words :---Ye Ser- 
« yants of his, that do his Pleaſure.” 


They know that infinite Diſtance between 


the infinite God and themſelves; though they 
are very excellent and glorious, yet are they 
finite 1 and therefore adore him 
with the moſt awful Reverence: For though 
the Angels are nearer unto God in Perfec- 
tion of Nature than Men, yet ſtill the Diſ- 
tance between God and them is infinite, as 
it is alſo between God and Men. But the 
Angels ſee their Diſtance more perfectly, and 
know more of the glorious Perfections of 

God than Men do; and the more they know 
of him, the more they adore and zeverence 

IE his 
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his divine Majeſty, and are the more humble 
in worſhipping before his Throne, becauſe 

ſee the Greatneſs of their Diſtance. 

hat they ſee in the Original, we may ſee 
plainly enough in the Tranſcript, and Record 
of the divine Will, the holy Scriptures; 
which ſufficiently inſtruct us, with what Re- 
verence we ought to come before him in all 
Acts of divine Worſhip. 

Conſider alſo that the holy Angels, which 
are preſent with us in our Congregations, 
and join their Devotions with ours, do un- 
doubtedly uſe the like Reverence, that they 
do immediately before the Thrane of God 
in Heaven. Por it is probable, as Origen 
obſerves upon mentionjng thoſe Words of 
the Pſalmiſt; The Angel of the Lord in- 
c campeth round about them that fear him, 
& and delivereth them :”” that when the 
faithful Servants of God are aſſembled toge- 
ther in his Church, their Guardian Angels 
are there preſent with them, ſo as to make a 
double Church, one of Men, and another of 
Angels. To which the holy Pſalmiſt has 
reſpect, when he ſays, P/al. cxxxviii. 1.1 
& will praiſe thee, O Lord, with my whole 
« Heart; before the Gods will I ſing Praiſe 
ce unto thee :” that is, In the public Aſ- 
© ſembly, in the Preſence of the holy An- 
e gels which attend there, the Witneſſes of 
cc our Performances, and Aſſiſtants and Part- 
« ners of our Praiſes; as Dr Hammond and 


Dr Nichols paraphraſe the Words. 
| 
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St Paul alſo argues ſrom the ſame Topic, 
for . Decency in the .Church, <<. becaule, of 
«© the Angels,” 1 Cor. xi. 10.1 RARE 
And St Chryſeſtom, taking notice of the 
irreverent Behaviour of ſome in the Church, 
reproves them with this Argument: Know- 
<<. eſt thou not, that thou ſtandeſt with the 
Angels? thou ſingeſt with them; thou 
ce praileſt God with them; and ſtandeſt 
, thou “ laughing ?” How irreverent then 
and indecent is it, in reſpect both to the 
Duty we are about, and thoſe glorious Spi- 
rits that are preſent, and join with us in our 
ſolemn Praiſes of God, for us to s1T when 
they STAND, or uſe a Reverence correſpond- 
ent to it! ä | 
Upon which Conſideration, the holy Fa- 
ther laſt mentioned admired that any ſhould 
behave themſelves rudely or irreverently in 
the Church, who are admitted there to ſing 
the ſame Hymps with Cherubins and Sera- 
phins, with Angels and Archangels. 

Nor ate the Angels of Heaven ſo far ſe- 
vered from us in their kind and manner of 
Worſhip, but that, between the Law of their 
heavenly. Devotions, . and of Men on Earth, 
in this our State of Mortality, there is ſuch 
Correſpondence as makes it expedient for us 
to know, in ſome ſort, the manner of their 
Worſhip, for the more perfect Direction of 
ours. 

Would the holy Angels acknowledge them- 

| e ſelves 
* Hom. 24. Act. A poſtol. 
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ſelves Fellow-Servants with Men; but that 
both having one Lord, there muſt be ſome 
kind of Law which is common to both, 
vhepeunto their Obedience, being more per- 
fect, is the beſt Rule and Pattern for ours? 
Or Would the Apoſtles, ſpeaking of that 
which belongeth to Saints, as they are link- 
ed together in the Bond of Spiritual Society, 
(Eph. iii. 10. 1 Tim. v. 21. 1 Pet. i. 12.) ſo 

often make mention how Angels are delight- 
ed therewith; if in Things publickly done 
in the Church we are not to have ſome re- 
ſpect to what the Angels of Heaven do? or, 
Would our bleſſed Lord have taught us to 
pray for, if it had not been our Duty to 
practiſe, a Conformity to their holy Exam- 
ples, to Whom, as St Paul ſigniſies, 1 Cor. 
xi. 10. there is ſome regard to be had, even 
about the outward Orders of the Church; 
which ſerve for Decency in divine Worſhip; 
who like us beſt, when we are moſt like 
them in all Parts of decent and reverent Be-. 
haviour? 4 67h) „ 

So that the Law of Angels in Heaven 
may well be allowed to regulate the Wor- 
ſhip of the Church of Gad en Earth; for 
they are not rwe Churches, but wo Parts 
of the ſame Church; the one triumphant in 
Heaven, the other militant on Earth; and 
they bave both the ſame Head and King. 

Nor is it to be doubted, but that the Wor- 
ſhip which the holy Angels perform is very 
pure, and according to the Will of God 1 

an 
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and they, being Members of that Part of the 
Church whoſe Worſhip is pureſt, and who 
more perfectly know the Will of God, are, 
in all Reaſon, to be the Pattern of our Con- 
formity, and the Rule of our Worſhip. 
Their conſtant and uniform Practice, is ſure- 
ly the beſt Comment on my Text; which, 
if duly obſerved, would make the Church 
to reſemble a Choir of Angels. The Apo- 
ſtle tells us, that whatſoever was written 
5e aforetime, was written for our Learning,” 
Rom. xv. 4. and what are we to learn from 
all that has been written before us, of the 
Reverence uſed both by Angels in Heaven, 
and holy Men on Earth, in ſinging Praiſes 
to God ; but to imitate thoſe excellent Pat- 
terns in ſinging Praiſes with the like Reve- 
rence? And then ſurely are the public Du- 
ties of Religion beſt ordered, when the Wor- 
ſhip of God, in the Church militant, agrees 
with the Devotions. of the Church trium- 
phant. 

This condemns that inadvertent and irre- 
verent Practice of $1TTING at the Singing of 
Pſalms. * 6 | 

The Purport and End of all folemn divine 
Worthip, requires both external and inter- 
nal Reverence, to expreſs the Honour and 
Homage we deſign to pay unto God there- 
by. ” 4 the uſual Geſtures of Honour and 


Reverence to God, mentioned in the holy 
Scriptures, are KNEELING and STANDING. 

Fneeling is generally appropriated to —_— 
, 4 4 : An 1 
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and /anding to Praiſe, as appears from the 
forecited Teſtimonies. For Pſalms of Praiſe 
ſung to the Honour and Glory of God, be- 
ing an eminent Part of divine Worſhip, con- 
ſequently require a proper Poſture of Wor- 
ſhip and Reverence, | 

Sitting indeed is a Geſture too free and fa- 
miliar to pretend Adoration or Worſhip, 
The Revelation of God's Will in his holy 

Word, is to guide and direct us in his Wor- 

ſhip; which will not allow us to uſe ſuch 


Geſtures in his ſolemn Worſhip, as are Signs 


of Equality, Familiarity, or Contempt a- 
mong Men. | | 

Sitting has been alſo from of old accounted 
a Geſture of Sorrow and Mourning. 80 
Job's three Friends, that came to 'condole 
with him, „sAr down with him on the 
« Ground.” In which reſpe& it is unſuit- 
able to the Office of Pſalmody and ſinging 
Praiſes. Sometimes it denotes Superiority 
and Sovereignty : So in the Viſion of 1/aiah 
beforementioned, the Lord of Glory saT 
upon his Throne; but the holy Angels /foad 
and ſang Praiſes to his divine Majeſty. They 
therefore that s1T at the Time when others 
are /tanding with Reverence, to celebrate and 
ſing the Praiſes of God, are ſo unlike to de- 
vout Worſhippers, that it rather looks as if 
they /at in Church to rival God on his 
Throne of Glory, and to receive the Ado- 
rations and Reverences of the reſt of the Con- 
gregation, Si 1 


— 


4 
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If all cannot join in the Melody of Sing- 
ing, they can and ought to join at leaſt in 
the Devotion arid Reverence that attends it, 
God Almighty hath ſo made us, that we 
are apt, and cannot help it, to repreſent our 
inward AﬀeCtions by outward Expreſſions, 
And here is the Ground in Nature and in 
Reaſon of all the Rites of external Wor- 
ſhip. For while a Soul and Body are vitally 
united, they will naturally receive mutual 
Impreſſions from each other. If there be 
thetefore any inward Devotion and Reve- 
rence in the Mind, we cannot without offer- 
ing Violence to our Natures forbear to ex- 
preſs it by outward reverential Signs, and Geſ- 
tures of Adoration in the ſolemn Worſhip 
enn, F 

So that outward irreverence in divine Wor- 
ſhip, is an Oyert-Act and Evidence of an 
indevout. and irreverent Mind; becauſe the 
inward Devotion of the Soul, will naturally 
actuate and diſpoſe the Body to a ſuitable 
external Reverence whereeyer it really is. 


The Form of Godlineſs, it is poſſible, may 


ſometimes be without the inward Power of 
it ; but whereever the Power of true Dev 


tion and. Godlineſs is in the Heart, it wil | 
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Reverence of the Body,  -- | 
A due, Conſideration of the different Uſe 
of the Pſalms from other Portions of hol 
Scripture, would contribute alſo to rectify 
the Defect of Reverence in this Part of di- 
f vine 


. 
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vine Worſhip. For the Palms ought to be 
diſtinguiſhed from thaſe Portions of Scrip- 
ture which we read for your Inſtruction and 
Increafe in ſpiritual Kaowledge, whilſt you 
ſit and ſilently attend z., whereas the Uſe of 
the Pſalms, and all the Hymns of Praife, be- 
longs to. the whole. Congregation, every Pers 
ſon being not ſilently to hear, but to join 
therein both with Heart and Voice, and to 
make it his own proper Act of Worſhip to 
God. And ſince we sTAN D vr with Reve- 
rence to praiſe God in the Uſe of one Tran; 
ſlation or Verſion. of the Pſalms, ee 
of Reaſon we ſhould do ſo in the otheßn. 
24 p M277 113-1: 136% IÞ7 4 
To conclude: Let all Sluggiſhneſs and Ir- 
reverence be for ever baniſhed from the ſo- 
lemn Worſhip of God, with all Prejudice 
and Obftinacy ; and let us act like Men 
truly convinced of what has been urged un- 
der the former Heads, and of the Obligations 
that lie upon us with regard to thgem. 
It is incident and common to human Na- 
ture to err; but to perſiſt in an Etror after 
Conviction is impious and diabolical. 
The moſt pious and devout Perſon is lia- 
ble to- Miſtake and Iriadvertency ; but upon 
the firſt Diſcovery of his Erior, every ſincere; 
and good Man does preſently retract and: 
reform. 11.2 sten at COT 
To celebrate the Praiſes of God is! the: 
moſt heavenly Part of divine Service, and a 
Duty of the greateſt Importance. It highly 


concerns 
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concerns us therefore that we rightly per- 
form this heavenly Exerciſe; and ſince it 
hath pleaſed Almighty God to give us ſuch 
— Directions relating to it in hi holy 
ord; it behoves us to expreſs a due Re- 
gard and Conformity thereunto, as the in- 
fallible Declaration of his Will, and the 
ſafeſt Guide in his Worſhip. ' 
Since the Church of God in all Ages hath 


uſed this reverent Poſture of STAN DING in 


unging Praiſes to God; and the Almighty 
hath ſignified his divine Will and Approba- 
tion thereof, in the Appointment and Prac- 


tice of the Church under the Old Teſta- i 


ment; and under the New, in that prophe- 
tic Viſion of the innumerable Multitude of 
the Chriftian Church, repreſented to St Fohn, 
Rev. vii. 9, 10. wherein they appeared all 
STANDING and praiſing God: Is it not highly 
reaſonable we ſhould conform our Practice to 
this divinely-approved Poſture of Reverence, 
in finging Praiſes to our great Creator ? 

And ſince the holy Angels in Heaven, 
that ſo perfectly know and perform the di- 
vine Will, are fo often repreſented, for our- 
Example, srAN DINO and finging Praiſes to 
God; and all that ſhall ever be admitted in- 
to the heavenly Choir ſhall undoubtedly ſing 
in the ſame reverent Poſture ; let us all now 
perform this heavenly Office according to 
the heavenly Pattern, that God's Will, in 
this particular Inſtance of our Duty, may 


pe done in Earth as it is in Heaven,” 
l Still 


h 


W 
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8 remembering, that to ſing like An- 
Sels, | 


- 1/4, We muſt all unanimouſly join in ce- 


lebrating the Praiſes of God. 


2dly, We muſt ſing with pious and devout 


| Aﬀections, and with due Attention of Mind. 


34ly, With Harmony and Melody, to the 
beſt of our Power. | 

4thly, As with inward Devotion of Mind, 
ſo with outward Reverence of the Body. 


Finally, Let us be ſure that our outward 
Reverence proceed from an inward and aw- 
ful Veneration of the glorious Majefty of 
God, Let the Erection of our Bodies be a 
ſincere Expreſſion of the Elevation or lifting 
up our Souls to God, and of the inward Re- 
verence of our Hearts, Let us always com- 
poſe ourſelves for divine Worſhip with the 
moſt ſerious Intention of our Souls, and ap- 
ply ourſelves to it with the moſt humble, 
fervent and devout Aﬀections : For which, 
let us conſtantly beg the divine Aſſiſtance, as 
our moſt excellent Church inſtructs us to do, 


in the Colle& appointed for the Thirteenth 
Sunday after Trinity, 


« Almighty and'merciful God, of whoſe 
ce only Gift it cometh that thy faithful Peo- 
© ple do unto thee true and laudable Ser- 
« vice; Grant, we beſeech thee, that we 


dc may ſo faithfully ſerve thee in this Life, 
that 
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« that we fail not finally to attain thy heas 
« yenly Promiſes 


through the merits of e- 
cc ſys Chriſt our Lord. een, 3 45 
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